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INTRODUCING...THE UTAH HEALTH COOPERATIVE

A FINANCIALLY SUSTAINABLE PLAN FOR UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE COVERAGE IN UraH

SUMMARY

The Utah Health Cooperative (UHC) is our proposal for
financing health care for all Utahns. We begin with a
simple premise: Utah taxpayers are already spending
enough money on health care; we're just not spending it
efficiently or sharing risk appropriately. Our ‘states’
rights’ proposal preserves fee-for-service medicine and
builds on Utah’s strong nonprofit traditions. The UHC
follows our 6 Principles for Health Care Reform
(see reverse): It is patient-centered, business-friendly, and
fiscally responsible. It provides a roadmap to sustainable
health care security for all of Utah’s families.

FACTS:and FIGURES -

For more than a decade health care policy in Utah has
languished under misguided principles. The result? A
decade of increasing costs, diminishing quality, and
rapidly rising numbers of uninsured. Businesses, too, are
feeling the pinch. Health benefit costs are increasing by
double digits each year, making it impossible for small
businesses to compete in a global economy.

Premiums Paid by Workers Rising 5x Faster than Wages 2000-04

Change in average Change in Average
insurance premium Earnings

Utah 66.3% 13.2%

U.s. 35.9% 12.4%

Last year the increase in Utah’s uninsured rate was 7
times the national rate of increase. Why? Because our
economy is dominated by small businesses, and they can
no longer absorb the increases in health care costs.
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It is time for bold solutions to Utah's health care crisis.




